SHEARWATER 860
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A brand new vessel of the performance variety,
bene ting from a classic hull with the additional
attraction of an ingenious console cabln Nice!

First Impressions

There was something reminiscent about
the way the spray rails met together at
the stem. | d seen it before and, in the
depths of my mind, it felt good. So where
had this hull come from? It was not long
before | remembered that doyen and
father gure of the racing hull, Mike Ring
and, of course - his spray rails meet at
the stem. Was this a cheap imitation of a
Ring hull? Well in fact far from it - it s the
real thing! Bembridge Outboards, seeing
a chink in the market for a RIB that looks
like a proper RIB, has a well proven hull
and offers a cuddy for the odd overnight
stay or a glory hole for your kids or all
that old ribbing gubbins, have bitten the
bullet. After two years of development,
they have come up with their Shearwater
Range which is a development of the
tried and tested Ring 750 and 860 hulls
but with a very discreet and rather clever
cuddy.

Layout

The model we take a look at this Issue
is the Shearwater 860, the larger of

the two hull options, and immediately
it is obvious that the cuddy must

be miniscule because the steering
console looks just right and in the same
proportion as virtually every other RIB of
its size. However further investigation
inside the console reveals something
very different. Somehow the Tardis
designers at Bembridge Outboards
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have carefully constructed a cuddy with
room for two close friends to overnight
or four youngsters to get up to all sorts
of high jinks without making the outer
appearance of the cabin resemble an
inverted hull stuck on top of the tubes!
The console is discretely offset to
starboard leaving a narrow walkway to

LIKES

@ Great, comfortable
and dry ride

@ Superbly
proportioned console

® Much larger cuddy
than you might

expect

DISLIKES

Lightweight anchor
locker lid
Hard edge on helm

SH EARWATER 860 SPECIFICATION

ECHNICAL DATA

" IMPERIAL
| Length overall: 28 3

METRIC

8.60 m
. Beam: 8 10 2.70m
L | Draught: 24 0.70m
Air Draught: 57 1.70 m
| Weight: 3,638 Ib 1,650 kg
Fuel Tank: 56 gallons 255 litres
Sponson material: Hypalon
Sponson diameter: Tapered from 14 to 18 0.36 mt0 0.46 m
Transom deadrise: 24
Minimum recommended power: 150 hp
Maximum approved power: 275hp
CE Category: B

Door and dash woodwork in teak
Front bucket seat with stainless grab
handles

Vetus ventilation hatch

Upholstered linings

Cabin cushion set

Hydraulic steering

Compass

Waterproof switch panel

Cabin and deck lights

Hypalon tubes with lifelines and D-
fender bow fairlead

Floor liner incorporating anchor locker
sun deck, rear splash well and seating

Drain tubes and deck water catch

well aft

2 Auto/manual bilge pumps

3 Stainless cleats

3 Stainless towing D eyes

Stainless double A frame with lights

Stainless 255 litre fuel tank, sender,
ller and breather

Large in-line canister fuel Iter

Drain bung

Under deck cable trunking

Battery and cables as necessary

Helm/passenger bolster seat

OPTIONS (incl VAT)

Flexiteek teak effect decking,

maintenance free: £2,500
Sea toilet tted into cabin: £350
Chemical toilet: £70
Anchor locker cushions: £399
Console cover: £549
Rear seat cover: £320
Spray hood: £525

Navman 5500 colour GPS plotter with

antenna tted: £674
C-map for GPS of your local area: £90
C-map expanded area (whole of South
coast etc): £190
Navman VHF with antenna: £245
Marine waterproof stereo CD/ FM/AM

NGINE CHOICES (incl VAT)

Mercury 200 Optimax £8,900
Mercury 225 Optimax £9,545
Evinrude E-tech 225 £9,800
Evinrude E-tech 250 £10,668

with speakers: £270
Mark, sand, prime and antifoul the

bottom: £345
Mercury Verado 200 £13,050
Mercury Verado 225 £13,647
Mercury Verado 250 £14,550
Mercury Verado 275 £15,350

Price (as tested) £43,500 incl. VAT

Price (from) £ 31,619 incl. VAT

With chosen options and Mercury
225hp Optimax engine
Without engine






